INTRODUCTION

People all over the world pray, obviously because they be-
lieve there is someone who listens and acts. The ardent devotee
believes that prayer connects the human and the divine. It
establishes a relationship, even kinship with that kingship. It
initiates a process by which the human is turned into the divine.
Matter turns into spirit.

As he stands before the Lord, the devotee connects himself
to a power-centre. That current of divine grace enters into
him provided his system has no impurities. The condition of
the three-fold purity of thought, word and deed has to be met.
What is false cannot accept what is true. Truth can be housed
only in what is true. A broken vow, for instance, is a violation
of the principle of triple-purity and acts as a barrier to the flow
of divine grace.

Who prays of what?

According to the Bhagavarl Gita, there are four types of the
blessed who pray. First, the man in anguish who finds every
other agency he has turned to has failed him aAd there is no
one else to turn to. Second, the seeker who wants to know God,
himself and the world. Third, the seeker of wealth. Finally, the
sage who knows (B.G.7.16) All the four of them turn to God,
each with a different intention.

It is not only the mere mortals but even the heavenly beings
pray to make the Lord assume an appropriate form every time
to protect the good and punish the wicked. Interestingly, Rama
and Krishna, incarnations as they are, also pray whenever they
undertake to do great deeds.

Thus, from Avatara Purushas to orphans, from Mahatmas
to godmen, from kings to commoners, from priests to politicians,
from oppressed nations to harassed women, everyone finds it
necessary to pray. They seek one thing or the other, make
resolutions, promises and pledges, soliciting divine sympathy
and support.